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TECHNICAL STATEMENT FROM THE COUNTY CLIMATE OUTLOOK - MAKUENI

The “Short Rains” October-November-December (OND) season constitutes an important

rainfall season in Kenya, particularly in the Central and Eastern regions of the country.

• The Climate Outlook for the October–December 2025 “Short Rains” season indicates that

most of the Northeast, Southeastern lowlands and Coastal region are expected to receive

below average rainfall.

▪ The Main Driver of this outlook is the developing negative Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD),

which is expected to persist from September to November 2025 before returning to

neutral conditions in December.

▪ A negative IOD typically brings drier than normal conditions over East Africa,

potentially suppressing rainfall during the short rains.
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According to the most recent update issued on 2nd September 2025 by the World Meteorological

Organization (WMO), there is about a 55% chance of La Niña developing during September–

November 2025, rising to 60% in October–December 2025. The Kenya Meteorological Department

(KMD) will continue to closely monitor ENSO conditions.

• La Niña conditions are associated with depressed rainfall also. As a result, The distribution of

rainfall is expected to be poor, with prolonged dry spells and isolated storms in some areas.

• South-eastern Lowlands Counties (Kitui, Makueni, Taita Taveta, Southeastern Kajiado, Tana

River and central and eastern Machakos): These counties are expected to experience

intermittent rainfall throughout the season.

• However, the total rainfall amounts are likely to be below the long-term average for the

season.

• Prolonged dry spells are also likely

• The rainfall is expected to be poorly distributed both in space and time.

mailto:kmdmakueni@gmail.com


COUNTY DIRECTOR OF METEOROLOGICAL SERVICES – MAKUENI COUNTY

kmdmakueni@gmail.com

KENYA
METEOROLOGICAL
DEPARTMENT

County Director of 
Meteorological Services 

(CDMS)

mailto:kmdmakueni@gmail.com


County Director of Meteorological Services (CDMS)



REPUBLIC OF KENYA
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, CLIMATE CHANGE & FORESTRY

KENYA METEOROLOGICAL DEPARTMENT COUNTY DIRECTOR OF METEOROLOGICAL SERVICES – MAKUENI COUNTY

kmdmakueni@gmail.com

KENYA
METEOROLOGICAL
DEPARTMENT

County Director of Meteorological Services (CDMS)

Expected distribution of the OND Rainfall, onset and cessation dates

Distribution

The predicted onset, cessation, and distribution of rainfall is derived from dynamical models

and statistical analysis of the past year, which showed similar characteristics to the current

year, and are as indicated as follows;

COUNTY Onset Cessation Distribution 

Makueni 3rd to 4th week of 
November, 2025. 

3rd to 4th week of 
December, 2025

Poor

NB: Updates on the onset, distribution, and cessation of rainfall will be provided regularly through
weekly as the season approaches. These updates will offer detailed insights into any changes and
developments in rainfall patterns to keep stakeholders informed and support timely decision-making.

Onset and Cessation
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OND 2025 Temperature Outlook

The temperature outlook shows 

that most parts of the county are 

expected to be warmer than 

average, with an expectation in 

some sub counties having higher 

probabilities for warmer than 

average temperature.
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NB: There are intraseasonal drivers of variability, such as tropical cyclones and the Madden-

Julian Oscillation (MJO), that are only predictable at shorter lead times.

It is therefore imperative to stay up to date with subsequent forecasts and 

updates.

This outlook should be used together with the 24-hour, 5-day, 7day, monthly, special 
forecasts and regular updates/advisories issued by this Department as well as Weekly and 

Monthly County forecasts developed and availed by County Meteorological Office.
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Potential Impacts of The OND 2025 Rains

The expected rainfall during the months of October to December rains season is expected to 

have mostly negative impacts across various sectors.

The following key statements have been consolidated from the advisories presented and 

deliberated upon by the technical team during the Participatory Scenario Planning (PSP) 

session.

Important Notice: 

The information provided herein represents summarized highlights of the advisories. 
Stakeholders are formally advised to consult the respective sector leads for the full and 

detailed advisories to ensure accurate guidance and effective implementation.
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Be Climate Resilient
Use The Forecast

THANK YOU
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